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wounded.'' The reports of the two commanders, on their return
to the anchorage, were to the effect that the Korean troops had
fled from their guns and abandoned the works.

It was clear that there had been no mistake in beginning the
fight, as the signal gun in the Korean citadel appeared to have
been the order for a simultaneous attack by all the forts upon
the approaching ships. The small damage done, however, rather
indicated that the enemy's guns were fired hastily and with little
regard to the fact that the ships were or were not within their
range. The channel was swept by a storm of missiles, but only
a few of them came near the ships and none of them inflicted
any real damage. It was discovered later on that most of the
several hundred Korean guns had a fixed range, the guns them-
selves being incapable of training, as they were crudely secured
to the parapet, with their breech, in a number of instances,
against trees to prevent recoil.

This hostile action by the forts was an unfortunate mistake,
which had to be adjusted in advance of the real question which
had drawn the squadron into Korean waters. Furthermore, it
complicated the situation by introducing a suspicion that Korean
assurances might in larger questions still be as insincere as those
which had taken the Monocacy and Palos up the river surveying.
As all intercourse was cut off after this action, it became diffi-
cult to communicate with the Korean authorities. Even the
village at the mouth of the river was deserted by its inhabitants,
who fled to the high land of Kang Hoa Island. Resort was
again had to setting up a post on the bank abreast the ships, well
above the high-water mark, during the daylight. Under the
strained relations this unfortunate mistake had occasioned, there
was no doubt that every movement of the squadron would be
under strict observation by the Koreans and that this renewed
attempt to communicate with them would be observed and under-
stood. Sure enough, on the morning following, the note we had
attached to the stake disappeared. It recited the circumstances
of the forts firing upon the ships after permission had been ac-
corded them to survey further up the river. Seven days were
given to the authorities to disavow the action of the commanding
officer of the forts and to make suitable reparation for the insult
to the flag.